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The Allegheny Conference on Community Development and its affiliates – 
the Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce, the Pennsylvania Economy 
League of Greater Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh Regional Alliance – work 
together to improve the economy and the quality of life in 
southwestern Pennsylvania. 

“Our region’s enduring spirit of 
cooperation and collaboration – 
across political, geographic and 
organizational lines – makes progress 
possible. We work together. It’s what 
makes Pittsburgh a special place.”

– Morgan O’Brien
Chair, Allegheny Conference on 
Community Development State of the Region Enhancing Opportunity Strengthening
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We have record-high employment. 
More people are working in the Pittsburgh region than ever before. 

We’re a top business investment location.
Pittsburgh was named a Top 10 metro for business investment in the U.S. in 2011 and 2012 
and No. 1 in the Northeast by Site Selection magazine in 2012. 

We’re starting to grow. 
11,400 more people have moved into the metro area than moved out since 2010. 

We’re getting younger. 
The median age in the city of Pittsburgh is 33.7, below the national average of 37.5.

We’re better educated. 
The Pittsburgh region has the third-highest concentration of people in the labor force aged 
25-44 with graduate or professional degrees, right after Washington, D.C. and Boston.

Transformation Complete.
Raring to Compete. 

3
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Increasing Investment. Creating Jobs. 
The Pittsburgh Regional Alliance (PRA) and its partners have made a big impact by securing 
economic development projects, capital investment and jobs for southwestern Pennsylvania. 

Here are a few PRA-assisted projects from the past three years. 

Aquion Energy
Westmoreland County 
· $70 million investment
· 300 new jobs

Mylan Inc.
Washington County 
· $60 million investment
·  200 new jobs

United Lender Services
Allegheny County 
· $14 million investment
· 160 new jobs

ANSYS, Inc.
Washington County 
· $52 million investment
· 180 new jobs

4

The Pittsburgh Region’s Sustainable 
Economy Attracts Strategic Investment
In partnership with leaders of the business community, elected officials and economic develop-
ment professionals across 10 counties, the PRA – the economic development marketing affiliate 
of the Allegheny Conference – works to increase new investment in southwestern Pennsylvania 
and helps existing businesses to grow.
 
 · Eight Fortune 500 companies call the region home.

 · More than 100 billion-dollar-plus global corporations operate major business units here.
 
A regional economy that’s diversified, balanced and sustainable continues to secure steady 
and stable business investment – businesses of all sizes and scopes – for southwestern 
Pennsylvania.
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Enhancing Opportunity
See our list of accomplishments
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“The Pittsburgh region is a top business investment location. We have 
been ranked in the top 10 among regions nationwide for economic 
development projects, and No.1 in the Northeast twice. Over the past 
three years, 845 economic development deals or ‘wins’ were 
landed for the region; the PRA assisted with 128 of these.”

– David Malone
 Chair, Pittsburgh Regional Alliance

6

4moms, a robotics company innovating 
high-end baby gear, moved its headquarters 
to 80,000 SF in downtown Pittsburgh in 2014, 
an investment expected to create 120 jobs
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BY THE NUMBERS:

Attracting and Retaining Talent 
ImaginePittsburgh.com is the most comprehensive resource for career opportunities in the 
Pittsburgh region. The site is the platform for the Allegheny Conference’s work to connect 
people to opportunity across the region, through the leadership of our Workplace Committee 
chaired by David Porges.  

721,710 Job searches 
(June 2013 to December 2014) 

182,923 Unique users  
(June 2013 to December 2014) 

24,000 Average number of 
jobs listed daily

900+ Jobs sites 
aggregated daily

8
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BY THE NUMBERS:

Putting People to Work  
ShaleNET is a comprehensive recruitment, training, placement and retention program for 
jobs in the oil and gas industry. The Allegheny Conference facilitated the development of the 
program in partnership with the Pennsylvania College of Technology and Westmoreland 
County Community College. In 2012, the U.S. Department of Labor announced a $14.9 
million grant to expand ShaleNET to five states. The award affirmed Pennsylvania’s leadership 
in energy workforce development. 

$19.924 Million U.S. Department of Labor 
grant funds awarded to 
support ShaleNET

3,677 People put to work 

43,654 Unique visitors to ShaleNet.org

11

http://www.shalenet.org
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Overlooking the Penn Avenue 
business district in Wilkinsburg
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Creating A More Livable Region For All   
The Allegheny Conference created the Strengthening Communities Partnership, chaired by 
Bill Schenck, to make long-term, positive impacts in communities that have been left behind 
despite the region’s economic recovery.

$10 Million
Funds leveraged by Allegheny Conference members to help 

participating communities fully carry out their revitalization plans

Five community development organizations
are participating in the program, representing:

McKees Rocks      Wilkinsburg
Mt. Oliver/Knoxville      Connellsville

City of Washington

Strengthening Communities
See our list of accomplishments

13
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Improving Wastewater Management 
Stormwater overflow, which dumps raw sewage into our rivers during heavy rains, represents 
a real environmental challenge for the region. In response to an EPA consent decree, the 
Allegheny Conference convened a blue ribbon panel chaired by Jared Cohon to determine 
ways that wastewater management in the 83-municipality ALCOSAN service area could be 
improved through greater regionalization. 

“We’ve made real progress in improving the way our region’s 
stormwater system is managed. Work is under way to transfer trunk 
sewer lines from municipal control to ALCOSAN, to broaden suburban 
representation on the ALCOSAN board and to implement regional 
green infrastructure initiatives.”

– Laura Ellsworth
 Chair, Pennsylvania Economy League of Greater Pittsburgh

14 |  ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE ON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT |  2014 ANNUAL REPORT  | 15
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Historic Statewide Transportation 
Funding Solution Reached 
Pennsylvania’s most comprehensive piece of state transportation legislation in decades was 
signed into law in 2013. The law invests an additional $2.4 billion annually in roads, bridges, 
highways, transit systems, ports, bike paths and other areas. A top priority of the Allegheny 
Conference Transportation and Infrastructure Committee chaired by Gregory Jordan and 
Flemming Bjoernslev, it represents a big step forward in securing the competitiveness of 
Pennsylvania and our region for years to come. 

BY THE NUMBERS:
$2.4 Billion Additional funds invested annually into 

Pennsylvania’s transportation network

$500 Million Produced per year to support transit agencies, 
including the Port Authority of Allegheny County 

50,000 Estimated number of new 
jobs created statewide 12,000 Estimated number of jobs 

retained statewide

17

Energizing Our Economy
See our list of accomplishments

http://AlleghenyConferenceAnnualReport.com
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Improving the Region’s 
Economic Competiveness  
The Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce makes the case in Harrisburg and Washington, 
D.C. for the Allegheny Conference’s agenda to create a more competitive economic climate. 
Working with partners across the state, we’ve been successful in continuing the phase-out 
of the Capital Stock and Franchise Tax, and in making positive structural changes to the 
Corporate Net Income Tax. We provided leadership in convening the Coalition for Sustainable 
Communities, a statewide alliance committed to addressing unfunded pension liabilities and 
unbalanced Act 111 practices.

“A more competitive economic climate encourages employers to 
expand and locate here, which in turn creates well-paying jobs 
that can support families. The progress we’ve made in making 
Pennsylvania’s economic climate more competitive helps level 
the playing field with neighboring states.”

– Richard Harshman 
 Chair, Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce 

18

“Our achievements as a region are reason to celebrate, but we can’t 
afford to become complacent. We still have work to do. It’s time to 
focus our energies on tackling a new challenge – the composition of 
our population and our workforce.”

– Dennis Yablonsky 
 CEO, Allegheny Conference on Community Development 
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20

“Big Blue Bear,” a public art installation at 
the Colorado Convention Center in Denver 

Setting Our 2015-2017 Agenda  
We hosted a series of listening sessions across the region to develop our next three-year 
strategy to improve the region’s economy and quality of life. In every session, we asked 
participants what would make our region the “best place” to be and where the Allegheny 
Conference could make the biggest difference. Workforce and demographics stood out as the 
top issue of concern. Transportation and connectivity was a close second – defined broadly – 
roads and bridges, public transit and bike trails.

BY THE NUMBERS:

1,000+
Participants

51Group sessions 
across all 
10 counties 
in the region 90%

Percentage of Regional 
Investors Council 
organizations that 
participated in our 
agenda-setting process

Almost 100 civic leaders participated in our benchmarking trip to Denver, Colorado
to learn what another on-the-move region is up to. Feedback from the trip provided 

important insight for the creation of our 2015-2017 agenda. 

|  ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE ON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT |  2014 ANNUAL REPORT  | 21



20

“Big Blue Bear,” a public art installation at 
the Colorado Convention Center in Denver 

Setting Our 2015-2017 Agenda  
We hosted a series of listening sessions across the region to develop our next three-year 
strategy to improve the region’s economy and quality of life. In every session, we asked 
participants what would make our region the “best place” to be and where the Allegheny 
Conference could make the biggest difference. Workforce and demographics stood out as the 
top issue of concern. Transportation and connectivity was a close second – defined broadly – 
roads and bridges, public transit and bike trails.

BY THE NUMBERS:

1,000+
Participants

51Group sessions 
across all 
10 counties 
in the region 90%

Percentage of Regional 
Investors Council 
organizations that 
participated in our 
agenda-setting process

Almost 100 civic leaders participated in our benchmarking trip to Denver, Colorado
to learn what another on-the-move region is up to. Feedback from the trip provided 

important insight for the creation of our 2015-2017 agenda. 

|  ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE ON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT |  2014 ANNUAL REPORT  | 21



  Our region 
 will be re-made 
    in the next 
        generation.

We can have it happen to us or we can take the lead. 
Our diverse economy is strong, but a wave of demographic 

change is coming that will challenge that strength.

We have the opportunity to have the youngest, best-skilled 
population in the country if we are proactive and become 

a magnet for talent.

By building connectivity among our people, our economy 
and community and our infrastructure in innovative ways, 

we will shape our future together.

22

Three Strategies to Advance Our Region  
The Allegheny Conference is aligning three strategies to make the Pittsburgh region the 
location of choice for individuals seeking opportunity.

The People strategy chaired by Bill Demchak is all about connections – connecting people 
to skills, job seekers to employers and populations on the move to opportunity in our region.

The Economy & Community strategy chaired by Jerry MacCleary is focused on 
leveraging our competitive strengths in energy & manufacturing and information technology 
& financial and business services to enhance business attraction and expansion, and to 
better align this work with our program to strengthen communities left behind despite our
region’s economic recovery.

The Infrastructure strategy chaired by Nick DeIuliis focuses on improving systems and 
structures that enhance the economy, sustain the population and improve our quality of life.
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“I tell a lot of my friends that 
Pittsburgh has been good to me. 
I live here. I work here. I bought my 
first house here. I met my fiancé here. 
Things have been good for me.” 

– Eugene Williams III
Sr. Clinical Specialist, Medtronic Inc.

and Long Island native

24

The Next Generation of Leaders  
Our region’s future will be defined by the next generation of leaders. We must do a better job 
of educating, training, advancing and attracting enough people to fill the jobs that are being 
created and the jobs of the retiring Baby Boom generation. 

We asked a few of the region’s young leaders what it will take to retain and attract more people 
like them in a video that we created for our 2014 annual meeting. 

Nate Hanson
Chief of Staff, 
Pittsburgh City 
Councilwoman 

Deborah L. Gross

Caroline Passerrello
Corporate Dietitian, 

Giant Eagle, Inc. 

Cindy 
Fernandez-Nixon

Senior Project 
RAMS Manager,

Ansaldo STS

Mark Beckett 
Project Manager, 

Century Steel 
Erectors Co.  

Jessica Brooks
Executive Director,

Pittsburgh Business 
Group on Health

Audric Dodds 
Operations Manager, 

External Affairs,
EQT Corporation 

Melissa Stephens 
Government 

Compliance Officer,
Highmark Inc. 
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Wells Fargo Insurance 

Services USA, Inc. 
WESCO International, Inc.
Westin Convention Center 
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Westinghouse Electric 

Company
Westmoreland County 

Community College
Wetzel Consulting
Whirl Magazine
Williams
Willis 
WordWrite Communications 

LLC
WPX Energy, Inc.
WPXI-TV
WQED Multimedia
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